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Milan Power Lines Information Meeting 
May 17, 2014, at Milan Town Hall, Milan, NY, 11 AM 

 
 

The Program: 
Short briefs followed by Q&A with an expert panel – 45 minutes 

 
Get the big picture, hear experts, ask questions, learn how to take action 

 
Introduction      Marion Mathison 
Milan Supervisor’s Comments   Bill Gallagher 
NYS Senator for the 41st District  Terry Gipson 
Where We Are Today    Will Yandik 
Claverack Perspective    Ian Solomon 
A Scientist's View     Gidon Eshel 
Hudson Valley Smart Energy Coalition Ned Sullivan 
Preservation League of New York State Daniel Mackay 
Our Regulated Utilities    National Grid and Central Hudson 
 
 
Q&A Panel 

All speakers above 
Laura Bresler, Clinical Psychologist 
Jim Denn, NY PSC Director of Public Affairs 
Dan Duthie, energy attorney and engineer 
Lucy Hayden, Director, Winnakee Land Trust 
Allan Page, President, A. Page & Associates, LLC 
Greg Quinn, Soil Scientist, Farmer, and Entrepreneur 

 
 
 
To our attendees and audience, 
 

• Thanks for giving us your time. 
• Please sign in if you would like to ask a question. You can always pass if 

your question has been answered. 
• Please sign our Petition. 
• Please pick up a Guide to sending comments and writing letters. 
• Please read the stories of Milan residents whose lives are being affected 

by the power lines project. Many thanks to Laura Bresler for interviewing 
and writing these stories. 

• Please read the attached Speaker Biographies for background. 
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Speaker Biographies (alphabetical order) 
 
 
Gidon Eshel 
Dr. Gidon Eshel lives in Milan with his wife and two children. He currently is a Research 
Professor on the Bard College faculty, a Sr. Research Scientist with Northwest Research 
Associates, and an Adjunct Associate Research Scientist with the Lamont Doherty Earth 
Observatory at Columbia University. Gidon is a physicist and climate scientist with a B.A. 
from Haifa University in Israel, and M.A., M. Phil., and Ph. D. degrees in physical 
oceanography from Columbia University. He has also done postdoctoral work for the 
Center for Earth and Planetary Physics at Harvard. 
 
Prior to joining Bard, Gidon was at the University of Chicago, Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute, Harvard, and Columbia. 
 
Gidon has been awarded numerous significant research grants including NSF funding, 
and his publications have appeared in the full range of relevant scientific journals. 
Princeton University Press published his most recent book, Spatiotemporal Data 
Analysis, in 2011. 
 
He is a member of the American Geophysical Union, the American Meteorological 
Society, and the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics. 
 
 
William (Bill) Gallagher, Supervisor, Town of Milan 
Bill and Kathy Gallagher moved to Milan in January 1969 with their oldest daughter, 
Maura. Consolidated Edison at the Indian Point Nuclear Power Generating Station 
employed Bill. He started out conducting plant tours for schools and the general public 
and soon moved into management. After 37 years with Con Ed he retired in December 
1999 from the position of Scheduling Manager of Reactor Refueling activities. 
  
Bill’s participation in town government started in 1971. He served on the Planning and 
Zoning boards through 1979. He was appointed and then elected Assessor in 1979 and 
was reelected for 30 years, through 2009. During the mid 1980s Bill organized Milan 
residents to fight a proposed county ash dump sited for Milan. He formed C.A.L.M 
(Citizens for A Livable Milan) and helped the County decide to locate the ash dump 
elsewhere. 
 
Bill was elected to his first term as Supervisor of Milan in 2009 and is currently serving in 
his 3rd term. He proposed a coalition ticket in 2009, representing all parties and strong 
talent who chooses to work together for the benefit of Milan residents. 
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Terry Gipson, NYS Senator 
Terry Gipson is serving his first term as a New York State Senator, representing the 41st 
District that includes Dutchess and Putnam Counties. Terry and his wife are residents of 
Rhinebeck, where he formerly served as Village Trustee and owned a small business. 
Community is important to Terry; he and his family are involved with the local library, 
historical society, farmer’s market and Chambers of Commerce.  
 
Prior to moving to Rhinebeck, he lived in White Plains, where he served as a volunteer 
firefighter. He worked as a Design Director for MTV Networks and as a designer for 
Rockwell Architecture. For more than 20 years he made his living developing creative 
solutions for complex problems — and this has proven to be a unique and valuable 
asset in Albany.  
Terry was born and raised in Tyler, Texas, and his family’s roots are in farming. He put 
himself through school, graduating from Texas Tech with a BFA in 1987, and Penn State 
with an MFA in 1991. He worked as a landscaper, dishwasher, cook, carpenter, painter, 
cafeteria manager, and scenic and lighting designer. 
 
His top priorities remain reducing taxes and creating jobs in the Hudson Valley.  He is 
committed to improving the quality of our education system and finding equitable ways to 
fund education. He works to attract entrepreneurs who will start up or expand their 
businesses right here. 
 
Terry works actively to protect our natural resources, harnessing the unique 
characteristics of the Hudson Valley to spur local economy and create jobs by promoting 
the use and manufacturing of alternative energy sources.  
 
 
Daniel Mackay 
Daniel Mackay is Director of Public Policy for the Preservation League of New York 
State.  He oversees the League's advocacy work at the state and federal level to 
advance historic preservation programs, protections and funding. His work was 
instrumental in establishing and expanding the NYS Rehabilitation Tax Credit programs 
for commercial properties and owner-occupied historic homes. He came to preservation 
from a diverse professional background in environmental issues and has deep 
experience in grassroots advocacy and local planning.  Success in preventing big-box 
development in his community led to his election to the New Scotland (Albany County) 
Town Council in 2009; he was re-elected in 2013. 
 
 
Marion Mathison 
Marion Mathison is serving her second term as a Town Councilperson in Milan, NY. She 
lives on an 87-acre solar-powered historic farm in the Hudson Valley with her husband 
and a vast assortment of dogs, cats, sheep, goats, turkeys, and other worthwhile 
creatures. Marion and her husband are deeply committed to preservation and 
conservation of land, architecture, and animals. 
 
Her career was in technology. She gained early experience in Silicon Valley and the 
Boston technology corridor. She has deep expertise in entrepreneurial ventures, 
international markets, and communication and has held positions in executive 
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management, sales, marketing, and product development at global corporations 
including Bayer, ROLM/IBM, and Digital Equipment Corporation (HP). 
 
In 1997 Marion founded the Mathison Group. She and her partners developed high-
value intellectual property and practices for transformation of markets, distribution 
channels, and people. She has been recognized as a digital pioneer and visionary, 
served on numerous boards, and spoken at national and international events. 
 
Marion has a BA in German from Westminster College, and an MS in information 
science from Case Western Reserve University. She attended graduate business school 
at New York University. 
 
 
Ian Solomon 
Ian Solomon is the leader of Farmers and Families for Claverack (FFC). He grew up in 
Columbia County and for the past 20 years has worked in the music business, unaware 
until recently of anything related to power lines other than the bills that showed up in his 
mailbox.  In late 2013, after attending a public meeting in Livingston and learning what 
was being proposed, he joined with other concerned neighbors and with the support of 
the Claverack town government formed FFC, which he was subsequently tricked into 
leading. 
 
 
Ned Sullivan 
Scenic Hudson’s President since 1999, Ned Sullivan has directed the organization 
through a period of dramatic growth in its impact and national recognition as a leader in 
its field. Reflecting Mr. Sullivan’s effectiveness in forging broad-based coalitions and 
fostering green job-creation, in 2011 Governor Andrew Cuomo appointed him as the only 
environmental representative on his economic development council. 
  
Prior to Scenic Hudson, Mr. Sullivan served as Maine’s environmental commissioner, 
guiding landmark legislation ending the discharge of deadly dioxins from pulp and paper 
companies and implementing an international compact on mercury emissions. As deputy 
commissioner of New York’s Department of Environmental Conservation from 1987 to 
1995, he oversaw the state’s $1-billion hazardous waste cleanup initiative. As Managing 
Director at Bank of Boston, he financed corporate and municipal energy and 
environmental projects and helped Massachusetts’ secretary of environmental affairs 
develop legislation to finance the multibillion-dollar Boston Harbor cleanup. 
  
Mr. Sullivan earned a B.A. from Williams College and master’s degrees from Yale 
University’s School of Management and School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. 
 
 
Will Yandik 
Will Yandik is a fourth-generation farmer, writer, teacher, and Deputy Supervisor of the 
Town of Livingston. He is also the co-founder of Farmers and Families for Livingston. 
Will has an undergraduate degree from Princeton and a master’s degree from Brown. 


